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Boys and Girls Club

discussed

By Dowa Hiron

for county

The dlubs board plans to establish

The formation of a Boys and Girls
Club in Arkadelphia is in its first
stages thanks to the leadership sub-
committee of the Clark County
Strategic Planning Committee. The
subcommittee and other interested

day with

the county within five years. “That
‘way clubs will be available to all areas
of the county” Schuringa said. “You
want to reach ey part of the com-
‘munity that

Bors s IGHT Gl o Betaric s
the top youth organization in the

1d, Schuringa said

Th

Ben Steinber i on five diff : Character

Southern  Financial ~ Partners. and leadership; education and carcer;
churinga was one of the founding ~health and life skills; the arts; sports,

board members of the Boys and Girls
Club in Helena.

The Helena club has been in exis-
tence for three years, and has grown
to a staff of three full-time and 10
ot g éuplees and e tren
250 “members” or boys and girls who
use the !auh

he frt years et fr the cub
was $150,000. It
%ODOOOLhnsyearandwy.ugmwlmg
er because the club is in the process of
renovating a new facility.

fitness and recreation; and specialized
initiatives, which can include comput-

ers.
The Helena Boys and Girls Club is
open every day after school and a few
hours each day during the summer. It
game room, a gymnasium a
computer lab, a crafts room and other
areas Each club can setits own hours
and membership fecs, Schuringa said.

See Club, Page 3
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Setting the membership fee
is important, he told the
‘group. “You want to make the
membership fee as nominal as

sible so that everyone can
be included, yet you want
them to have pride in their
facility. You want them to
invested in it

Al kids 6 and up are wel-
come to ipate in activi-
ties at the club, but the pro-
grams are aimed especially to
kids who are considered “at
risk” he said.

To raise funds for their club,
the board members used a
mnmnonmwdm:hhelp

from the national Boys and
Girls Club organization, and
showed it to every civic and
community group, as well as
business owners. “We had one
business owner who commit-
ted to give us $2,000 a month
for the st three years
Schuringa sai

Some fundmg for the Helena
Club was provided through
the Delta Bridge Project,
Phillps Countys strategic
planning organizati

el Forto i the Go-chair
man of the committee. She
said Max Brown has volun-

representative of the National
Boys and Girls cmh il be
present to answ
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